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time, that the king was uneasy to see himself thus ticited, and take no notice of it The king retained an answei to the propositions, and proposed a tieaty by commissioneis, which the parliament appointed
Three months moie were spent in naming commissTO>ners There was much time spent in this treaty, but little done , the commissioners debated chiefly the article of religion, and of the militia , in the latter they were very likely to agree, m the former both sides seemed too positive The king would by no means abandon episcopacy, nor the parliament presbytery, for both, in their opinion, were j/we dwmo
The commissioners finding this point haidest to adjust, went from it to that of the militia, but the time spinning out, the king's commissioners demanded longer time foi the treaty, the other sent up for instructions, but the house zefused to lengthen out the time
This was thought an insolence upon the king, and gave all good people a detestation of such haughty belia\iour , and thus the hopes of peace vanished, both sides pi epai ed for war with as much eageiness as before
The parliament was employed at this time in what they called modelling their aimy, that is to say, that now the independent paity beginning to prevail, and, as they outdid all the others in then lesolution of cairymg on the wai to all extremities, so they were both the more vigoious and moie politic party in cariying it on
Indeed the wai was after this carried on with greatei animosity than evei, and the geneials pushed foiward with a vigour, that, as it had something in it unusual, so it told us plainly from this time, whatever they did befoie, they now pushed at the ruin even of the monai chy itself
All this while also the war went on, and though the parliament had no settled aimy, yet their regiments and tioops were always in action, and the sword was at woik in every part of the kingdom
Among an infinite number of party skirmishings and fights this wintci, one happened which ncaily concerned me, wl>ieh was the surpuse of the town and castle of Slnewsbury Colonel Mitton, with about twelve bundled hoise and foot, having intelligence with some people in the town, on a Sunday moining oatly broke into the town, and took it, castle ami all. The loss for the quality, moie than the number, "w*is